
free AudiobookAudiobook

This volume without the side coupon is to be considered a free 
sample copy not for sale. (Sale or other distribution is forbidden: 
art. 17, c. 2, L. 633/1941).
Excluded from V.A.T. (D.P.R. 26/10/72, n. 633, art. 2, 3° c., lett. d.)

€ 9,10

ISBN 978-88-7754-794-1

Answer keys downloadable at 
blackcat-cideb.com

Oscar Wilde’s Short Stories
Wilde wrote these delightful fairy tales for his two young sons. They were  
all published in the collection The Happy Prince and Other Stories in 1888.
The ‘Young King’ tells how a shepherd boy becomes a king, ‘The Star-Child’ 
tells the story of a baby found in the forest and how he believes himself to be 
a magic Star-Child and in ‘The Nightingale and the Rose’ a little nightingale 
sacrifices her life to create the perfect red rose for a young student in love.

This reader uses the EXPANSIVE READING approach, where the text 
becomes a springboard to improve language skills and to explore historical 
background, cultural connections and other topics suggested by the text. 

As well as the story and a playscript, this reader contains:

•	 Wide range of activities practising the four skills

•	 PET-style activities and Trinity-style activities (Grade 5)

•	 Dossiers: Life in Victorian Times and others

•	 Full recording of the text with additional listening activities

•	 Exit tests and keys at blackcat-cideb.com

Oscar W
ilde

ISBN 978-88-7754-794-1

BLACK CAT

Oscar W
ilde’s Short Stories

Oscar Wilde

Oscar Wilde’s 
Short Stories

Starter	    CEFR A1 

Step 1	    CEFR A2

Step 2	 CEFR A2/B1

Word count:  6,387

Step 2 
• A

2/B1
O

scar W
ilde’s Short Stories

O
scar W

ilde

47941_GA2_Oscar Wilde_s Short Stories_COP_21.indd   147941_GA2_Oscar Wilde_s Short Stories_COP_21.indd   1 22/02/21   14:2322/02/21   14:23



Adapted by Victoria Heward
Illustrated by Giovanni Manna

Oscar Wilde’s Short Stories



Editors: Claudia Fiocco, Rebecca Raynes

Design and art direction: Nadia Maestri

Computer graphics realisation: Sara Blasigh

© 2003 Black Cat  

First edition: January 2003

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a

retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic,

mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the written

permission of the publisher.

Picture credits:

p. 5 Oscar Wilde Irish Tourist Board, Dublin; p. 6 The Judge: a thing of beauty not a joy

forever, caricature of Oscar Wilde, published in New York, 1883 Private Collection/

The Bridgeman Art Library; p. 29 Queen Elizabeth II in her Coronation Robes, 1953, by 

C. Beaton, Victoria and Albert Picture Library; p. 64 Awaiting Admission to the Casual

Ward by Luke Fildes, Picture Collection at Royal Holloway, University of London; p. 67

Charles Dickens by Herbert Watkins, Hulton Getty Archives; p. 68 Emmeline Pankhurst,

Hulton Getty Archives.

We would be happy to receive your comments and suggestions, 

and give you any other information concerning our material.

info@blackcat-cideb.com

blackcat-cideb.com

ISBN  978-88-7754-794-1  Book + CD

Printed in Italy by Deaprinting, Novara

TEXTBOOKS AND 

TEACHING MATERIALS

The quality of the publisher’s
design, production and sales processes has
been certified to the standard of

UNI EN ISO 9001

Wilde Short Stories 1-14.qxp_S.B. SHORT STORIES NEW  21/12/16  10:49  Pagina 2



Contents
Introduction – Oscar Wilde 5

THE YOUNG KING 7

P A R T  O N E The Old King’s Secret 10

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 14

P A R T  T W O The Dreams 15

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 23

P A R T  T H R E E The Coronation 24

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 28

The Coronation 29

The Crown Jewels 30

THE STAR-CHILD 33

P A R T  O N E The Baby 37

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 41

P A R T  T W O The Mother 42

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 47

P A R T  T H R E E The Punishment 48

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 51



P A R T  F O U R Three Pieces of Gold 52

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 61

Life in Victorian Times 64

Famous Victorians 67

THE NIGHTINGALE 
AND THE ROSE 69

P A R T  O N E The Student in Love 72

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 75

P A R T  T W O The Nightingale’s Sacrifice 76

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 79

P A R T  T H R E E The Red Rose 81

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 84

P A R T  F O U R The Professor’s Daughter 86

U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E T E X T 89

SPECIAL FEATURES: Cambridge PET-style exercises 14, 28, 47,63
80, 84, 85

Trinity-style exercises 32, 66, 91
PROJECT work using the web 32, 66
Exit Test – Portfolio 93

The text is recorded in full.

These symbols indicate the beginning and end of the extracts
linked to the listening activities.

PET

END

T: GRADE 5



Introduction

O scar Wilde was Irish. He was born in Dublin in 1854.

His parents were very famous people. His father,

William, was an important doctor. His mother was a poetess.

She was called Jane but preferred the name ‘Speranza’. She

thought it was more interesting and romantic than Jane.

Oscar’s parents invited many clever and important people to

their house in Dublin. They spoke together about clever and

important things. When Oscar was a young boy he loved

listening to them. 

He studied at Oxford University and won prizes for his poetry.

Oscar Wilde was a very good writer but he preferred talking.

Oscar Wilde.
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He was also a very funny and clever man. People wanted to

listen to him and to laugh at his jokes. He was very popular

and everybody invited him to their dinner parties.

He wrote poems, short stories, plays for the theatre and one

novel. Two of his most famous works are his novel The Picture

of Dorian Gray and the play The Importance of Being Earnest.

There’s one thing I hate
more than people talking 

about me… and that’s people 
not talking about me.

The Judge: a thing of beauty not a joy forever, 
caricature of Oscar Wilde, published in New York, 1883.

Private Collection / Bridgeman Art Library
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BEFORE YOU READ

1 Here are the names of some precious objects in the story. 
What colour are they?

2 Connect these people to the correct definition.

a. This person is not free and must work for other people.

b. This very poor person asks others for money.

c. This person travels around the world to sell and buy things.

d. He is a very important man in the church.

e. This person looks after sheep and goats.

a.  ivory

...................

b.  amber 

................... 

c.  jade 

................... 

d.  turquoise  

................... 

e.  ruby 

................... 

2. shepherd 

3. merchant 

5. slave4. beggar 

1. bishop 
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3 Here are some more words from the story. Connect the word to the
correct picture.

1. jewels

2. sceptre

3. robe

4. tomb

5. pillow

6. thorns 

7. cloth

8. staff

9. pearls

4 Here are some verbs from the story. Do you know them?
Find the past tense of the verb and write it under the infinitive. 
Then put the correct verb into the sentences. 

dig      grow       throw      laugh      kneel 
..........     ..........     ..........     ..........     ..........

a. Tommy ................... the ball and his dog ran to get it.

b. Amanda ................... 10 centimetres last year!

c. The children ................... because the joke was very funny.

d. The pirate ................... a big hole because he wanted to find some
treasure.

e. When I met the Bishop, I ................... in front of him.

a i

h

g

f

e

d

c

b
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P A R T  O N E

The Old King’s Secret

here was once an old King. He had no son to be

King when he died. His people were very worried.

‘Who will be the next King?’ they asked. But

before the King died he revealed a secret: his only

daughter, the Princess, had a child. In secret, she married an

ordinary man and they had a son. Some people said her husband

was an artist and some people said he was a musician. But his

identity was a mystery and nobody knew about their secret son. 

When the baby was a week old some men took him while his

mother was sleeping. The Princess died immediately. Some

people said for sadness. Other people said someone gave her

poison 1 in a cup of wine. The men left the baby with a very poor

family. This poor family lived in the forest and the boy became a

shepherd. He looked after goats all day.

1. poison : a substance that causes illness or death.

3
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The old King made an important decision: ‘The boy must be

the new King when I die,’ he said. He sent his servants into the

forest. ‘Find the boy and bring him here.’

The servants found the boy and brought him to the palace.

When the boy arrived he was very happy. He immediately fell in

love with all the beautiful things around him. He took off his old

leather tunic and put on his fine new clothes. Then he began to

explore the castle. He ran from room to room admiring all the

beautiful statues, paintings and jewels in the palace. The people

of the city talked about him: ‘The young King spends all his time

admiring statues,’ they said. ‘Beauty and art are the most

important things for him.’ In fact the young King was so

fascinated with beautiful objects that he wanted more of them.

He sent merchants to India to buy ivory and jade. He sent men to

Persia for silk carpets, and others to find amber in the north. He

sent servants to look for green turquoise in the magic tombs of

the Egyptian kings.

The young King thought about all these things but most of all

he thought about his coronation robe.

He was sixteen and it was his coronation day the next day. He

was very happy because he had a beautiful coronation robe of

gold, a crown of rubies and a sceptre of pearls. He ordered men to

work night and day to prepare his coronation robes. ‘Search the

whole world for the biggest rubies for my crown and the most

beautiful pearl for my sceptre,’ he said.

The young King was in his beautiful bedroom and he was

thinking about his coronation robes. It was night time and he

looked around him. The room was full of silver and gold and

THE YOUNG KING
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beautiful colours. Through the window he could smell the

perfume of jasmine, 1 he could hear a nightingale singing and he

could see the moon shining. Servants arrived and put flower

petals on his pillow. He was very happy. Tomorrow was his

coronation day. He played beautiful music on his lute and at

midnight he closed his eyes and went to sleep. 

That night the young King had a dream.

1. jasmine : a type of flower.

The Old King’s Secret
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

1 Answer the following questions.

a. Who was the princess’s husband?

b. What happened to the baby after he was born?

c. Why was the boy happy when he arrived at the palace?

d. What did the people of the city think of the young King? 

e. Why did the young King send his servants around the world? 

f. Describe the young King’s bedroom.

2 The King is very old and everyone is worried. What will happen
when he dies? Look at the questions below. You will hear a
conversation between the servant and the King. For each question,
put a tick (✔) in the correct box.

1. The old King is very
A tired B old C worried

2. The King had a
A son B daughter C secret servant

3. The servant thinks that a princess couldn’t be a
A shepherd B problem C king 

4. The princess had a secret
A son B servant C boyfriend

5. When they hear the secret everybody is
A worried B angry C surprised 

6. The King tells his servant to 
A go away B bring the boy C find the princess

to the castle
7. The boy will 

A live in the forest B have lots of goats C be the new King

8. The servant thinks
A it’s a good idea B the boy is not a C the King is tired

good choice
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