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Mark Twain
Mark Twain’s real name was Samuel Langhorne Clemens. He was
born on 30 November 1835 in Florida, Missouri, USA. When he was
four years old he and his family went to live in Hannibal, Missouri, a
town on the Mississippi River. He grew up on the river and a lot of the
adventures in his books happened to him when he was a boy. 

When he was twenty-two years  old he started working as  a
steamboat 1 pilot on the Mississippi River. He traveled up and down

1. steamboat : 

Mark Twain (1835-1910)

2



the long river for four years. Then in 1861 he decided to go to
Nevada and California: during the 1860s a lot of Americans went to
the West to start a new life. 

He liked writing and he became a journalist for the Morning Call in
San Francisco, California. He started to use the name Mark Twain
for his writing. In 1865 he wrote the short story “The Celebrated
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” and it was a great success. He
became a famous writer and traveled to Hawaii and Europe. 

He met Olivia “Livy” Langdon in 1868 and married her in 1870.
They had a son and three daughters  and l ived in Hartford,
Connecticut.  Here he wrote many of his famous books: The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876), The Prince and the Pauper (1880),
Life on the Mississippi (1883), Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(1884) and A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court (1889).
Twain also wrote many funny short stories.

Mark Twain’s books became popular everywhere. People liked his
way of writing, and many called him the father of American
literature. He changed the American way of writing with his simple,
funny language.

He died on April 21, 1910 at the age of seventy-four.

COMPREHENSION CHECK
Choose the correct answer in italics.

1 Mark Twain started working as a journalist/teacher in San Francisco.

2 He was born in Florida/Hannibal, Missouri in 1835.

3 When he was a boy he grew up on the sea/on the river.

4 He was steamboat pilot on the Missouri/Mississippi River.

5 He changed his name when he got to Connecticut/California.

6 In 1865 he wrote a popular short story/adventure book.

7 He wrote many of his famous books in Hartford/San Francisco.

8 Mark Twain’s books became popular in America/everywhere.

1
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PROJECT ON THE WEB
Let’s visit Mark Twain’s house!

Connect to the Internet and go to www.blackcat-cideb.com. Insert the
title or part of the title of the book into our search engine. Click on the
internet project link. Click on the relevant link for this project.

Work with a partner. Click
on Visitor Information and
answer these questions.

1 What is the address of
the Mark Twain House?

2 What are the visitors’
hours?

3 On what days is it
closed?

4 How much does it cost
for adults, older children
and children under six?

Now click on The House and Map of Floors. Click on the rooms of the
map and take a virtual tour. Which room do you think was the most
interesting and why?



1. Injun : Indian, a native American. Injun was the local pronunciation of Indian.

Back row: Aunt Polly, Muff Potter, Injun 1 Joe.
Front row: Huckleberry Finn, Becky Thatcher, Tom Sawyer.



BEFORE YOU READ
VOCABULARY
Match the words with each picture.

A fence          B tie          C brush          D kite          E rat

1

Setting
This story take place along the Mississippi River during the late
1800s. The places in italics are fictional. The real name of St
Petersburg is Hannibal. This is the town where Mark Twain grew up. 

1 2 3 4 5

ILLINOIS

MISSOURI

Jackson’s IslandCardiff Hill

St Petersburg

McDougal’s
Cave

St Louis

New Madrid

Jefferson City

Springfield

Quincy



Painting the Fence

T
om! Tom!”

There was no answer.
“Where is  that boy?” said Aunt Polly,  looking

everywhere. She looked under the bed but she only
found the cat.

“Tom! Where are you” she cried loudly. She opened the door
and looked in the garden.

Then she heard a noise behind her. A small boy ran past and
she stopped him with her hand.

“What are you doing, Tom?” she asked.
“Nothing,” answered Tom, looking at his feet. 
“Nothing!” cried Aunt Polly. “Look at your hand and your

mouth. I told you many times not to eat the jam.” 
“Oh, Aunt Polly, look behind you!” said Tom.

9
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The old lady looked and Tom ran away.  Aunt Polly was
surprised and then she laughed.

“I’ll never learn,” she said to herself. “Tom always plays tricks 1

on me and I never learn. He plays new tricks every day. I love
Tom, but it’s not easy to look after him. Poor Tom, he’s my sister’s
child and she’s dead.” 

She stopped for  a  moment and then continued,  “Wel l ,
tomorrow is Saturday and there’s no school so Tom must work.
He hates working but he must learn to do it.”

Tom lived in the village of St Petersburg, on the Mississippi
River in Missouri, with his Aunt Polly and his brother Sid. The
summer evenings were long and Tom liked walking around the
village. One evening he saw a big boy in front of him. He didn’t
know him and this surprised Tom because he didn’t see new
people often. This boy had very nice, expensive clothes. “He’s got
shoes, a new shirt and a tie. And it’s not Sunday,” Tom thought.
“My clothes are old and ugly and I don’t have any shoes.”

Tom looked at him and the big boy looked at Tom. Tom didn’t
like him and said, “I can fight you and I will win!” 

“Really?” said the boy. “Why don’t you try?”
“Well, I can,” said Tom, looking at the boy.
“No, you can’t,” said the boy angrily.
“Yes, I can,” cried Tom loudly.
There was silence.
“You’re afraid of me,” said the boy.
“No, I’m not afraid of you,” said Tom.
“Yes, you are.”

10

1. tricks : jokes.
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“No, I’m not.”
There was silence for a moment.
Then Tom pushed the boy and the boy pushed Tom. Soon they

were on the ground fighting. Tom pulled the boy’s hair and hit
him hard. They both fought hard. Then the big boy started crying.

“Stop!” he cried. “Stop!”
“Now, that will teach you,” said Tom and he walked away.
Tom got home late and his clothes were dirty. When Aunt Polly

saw him she thought, “What can I do with this boy? Well,
tomorrow is Saturday and there’s work for him to do.” 

Saturday morning was beautiful and sunny. It was summer and
the world was happy. Tom sat in front of the long, dirty fence and
looked at it. It was thirty yards 2 long and nine feet 3 high. He was
very unhappy.

“It’s Saturday and I have to paint this long fence,” he thought.
“All my friends are going to laugh at me. It’s going to be a very
long day”

Tom put the long brush in the white paint and started painting.
He stopped and looked at his work unhappily, and then he
continued painting.

After a few minutes he had a clever idea. He saw his friend
Ben Rogers in the street. Ben had a big red apple in his hand and
he came to look at the fence.

“You’re working for your Aunt Polly,” said Ben, laughing.
Tom said nothing and continued painting.
“I’m going swimming but you can’t come with me,” said Ben.

“You’re working.”

11

2. thirty yards : about 30 metres. 

3. nine feet : about 3 metres.

Painting the Fence



“Do you call this work?” asked Tom.
“Of course it’s work. You’re painting a fence,” said Ben.
“Maybe it’s work but maybe it isn’t. I like it!” said Tom happily.

“I can go swimming every day, but I can’t paint a fence every day.”
Ben watched Tom as he painted slowly and carefully. He often

stopped and moved back from the fence. He looked at his work
and smiled. Ben was suddenly interested in the fence and said,
“Can I paint a little, Tom?”

Tom thought for a moment and said, “I’m sorry, Ben. Aunt
Polly wants me to do it because I’m very good at painting. My
little brother Sid wanted to do it, but he’s not good at painting.”

“Oh, please, Tom,’ said Ben. “Please, let me paint! I’m very
good at painting too. Here, you can have some of my apple.”

“No, Ben, I can’t…” said Tom.
“Then take all of my apple,” said Ben.
Tom was happy but he didn’t smile. He gave Ben the brush and

sat down to eat the apple.
Tom’s other friends came by. At first they laughed at him, but

soon they all wanted to paint the fence. Billy Fisher gave Tom a
kite and Johnny Miller brought him a dead rat. His other friends
gave him an old knife, a cat with one eye, an old blue bottle, an
old key and other interesting things. His friends painted the fence
and Tom now had a lot of interesting things. He took these new
things and went home.

“Aunt Polly, can I go and play now?” he asked.
When Aunt Polly saw the beautiful white fence she was very

pleased. She gave Tom a big apple and said, “Good work! Go and
play, but don’t be late for dinner!”

12
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

COMPREHENSION CHECK
Read these sentences about Chapter One. Choose the correct answer
– A, B or C. There is an example at the beginning (0).

0 Aunt Polly told Tom

A not to go in the garden.

B to wash his hands and mouth.

C not to eat the jam.

1 Tom is Aunt Polly’s

A nephew.

B niece.

C son.

2 Tom met a big boy in the village 

A and they became friends.

B and they started fighting.

C who had old, ugly clothes.

3 Tom didn’t like 

A working.

B fighting.

C eating jam.

4 On Saturday morning Tom 

A went swimming with Ben.

B played a trick on his friends.

C happily painted the fence.

5 Tom’s friends painted the long fence

A and they gave him some interesting things.

B because they could not go swimming.

C because Aunt Polly gave them apples and cakes.

1

✓

14

KET



SHE OPENED THE DOOR AND LOOKED IN THE GARDEN

We form the Past Simple of regular verbs by adding -ed to the verb.

e.g. work = worked, talk = talked, help = helped

Some verbs end in a consonant + -y. We remove the ‘y’ and add -ied.

e.g. study = studied, carry = carried, hurry = hurried

But if verbs end in a vowel + -y, the -y does not change.

e.g. stay = stayed, play = played, enjoy = enjoyed

THE PAST SIMPLE: REGULAR VERBS
A Complete the sentences with verbs from the box using the Past Simple.

start     hurry     want     study     carry     push     laugh     play 

1 Tom .................... a lot of tricks on Aunt Polly.

2 Tom .................... math for an hour and then went outside to
play.

3 Ben .................... painting the fence at ten o’clock.

4 The boys .................... because they were happy.

5 The big boy .................... Tom to the ground.

6 Aunt Polly .................... home because she was late.

7 Tom .................... his bag home.

8 All the boys .................... to paint the fence.

B Unscramble the verbs and put them in the crossword in the Past 
Simple form.

2
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1

2

4

6

5

3

1 YCR

2 TYR

3 TANPI

4 OCYP

5 OLKO

6 NPEO



VOCABULARY 
Read the descriptions. What is the word for each one? The first letter
is already there. There is one space for each other letter in the word. 

0 you eat it at breakfast or tea on a piece of bread j _ _

1 you use it to paint b _ _ _ _

2 you use it to cut a piece of bread k _ _ _ _

3 you use it to open the door k _ _

4 you wear them on your feet s _ _ _ _ 

5 not beautiful u _ _ _

6 the hot season of the year s _ _ _ _ _

T: GRADE 3

SPEAKING – FREE TIME
Tom and his friends like to go swimming in their free time. Use these
questions to talk to the class about what you do in your free time. 

1 What are three things you do in your free time?

2 How often do you do them?

3 Are they easy, difficult or dangerous to do?

4 Why do you like them?

5 Who do you do them with?

3

4

KET
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BEFORE YOU READ

VOCABULARY
Match the words with each picture.

A beetle        B grave        C witch        D ghost        E graveyard

1

17

LISTENING
Listen to the first part of Chapter Two and choose the correct answer –
A, B or C.

1 On Sunday Tom had to

A wear different clothes from the other days.

B paint the long fence.

C stay home all day.

2 The people in church

A tried not to laugh.

B didn’t think Tom’s trick was funny.

C listened to the reverend.

3 On Monday morning Tom

A didn’t go to school.

B went to Huck’s house.

C talked to Huck.

4 Huck Finn didn’t have a home

A so he lived in the school.

B but he was happy.

C and he was sad.

2
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