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From left to right, back row: Mr Craven, Ben Weatherstaff, Mrs Medlock, Martha
From left to right, front row: Mary, Dickon, Colin



SETTING
Do you know these words? Match them to the animals, things and
person in the picture. Use a dictionary to help you.

1 moor 3 robin 5 nest 7 spade 9 seeds
2 lamb 4 fox 6 crow 8 squirrel 10 gardener
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C H A P T E R  O N E

Misselthwaite 
Manor

Mary Lennox  is an English girl. She is nine years old and lives
in India with her mother and father. She has got blonde hair and
a thin white face. She is often ill.

Her father is always busy with his work. Her mother is a
beautiful woman, and she is always busy with parties and friends.
No one has got time for Mary.

A lot of Indian servants 1 look after Mary. She is not a nice
child, because she only thinks about herself. She is unkind to her
servants. No one loves Mary and Mary loves no one.

One hot morning she wakes up and hears a lot of people
talking in her house. Then everything is silent.

‘What’s happening?’ thinks Mary. ‘Why isn’t my servant here?
Who’s going to dress me?’

She waits a long time but no one comes.

2

1. servants : these people look after a house and sometimes children.



Suddenly two Englishmen come into her room. She looks at
them angrily.

‘Look,’ says Barney, ‘there’s a child here.’
‘A child in this house!’ says the other man. ‘What’s your name?’
‘I’m Mary Lennox . Why am I alone this morning?’
‘P oor 1 little girl!’ says Barney. ‘A lot of people in this house are

very ill. And some are dead.’
‘Are my mother and father dead?’ asks Mary.
‘I’m very sorry, Mary,’ says Barney, ‘they are.’
Now Mary is all alone. She hasn’t got any family in India. She

must go to England and live with her uncle, Mr Craven. He lives
at Misselthwaite Manor in Yorkshire in the north of England.

‘Why am I always alone?’ thinks Mary. ‘Other children have got
a family and they’re happy. Why can’t I have a family? Why
doesn’t anyone love me?’

Mrs Medlock meets Mary in London. She is one of Mary’s
uncle’s servants. She is a big woman with a red face and little
black eyes. Mary doesn’t like her and Mrs Medlock doesn’t like
Mary. During the trip on the train Mary is sad and silent. She
looks out of the window at the English countryside.

‘Do you know your uncle,  Archibald Craven?’ asks Mrs
Medlock.

‘No, I don’t,’ says Mary.
‘Wel l , ’ says  Mrs  Medlock,  ‘he ’s  a  s t range man.  He ’s  a

hunchback 2 and he’s very unhappy because his wife is dead. He
can’t look after you because he’s always away.’

8

1. Poor : ( here)  you use this word because you feel sorry for someone. 

2 . hunchback : this person’s back is not straight.





Mary doesn’t say a word.
‘You’re going to live in an old house with one hundred rooms,’

says Mrs Medlock. ‘It’s near the moor and there are gardens and
trees round it.’

When they get to Misselthwaite Manor it is dark. A servant
opens a big door and Mrs Medlock takes Mary to her rooms.

‘Mary,’ says Mrs Medlock, ‘these are your two rooms. You must
stay here. Don’t go to other parts of the house. R emember that!’

Mary feels sad because she is alone.
The nex t morning Mary wakes up and a pretty servant comes

into her room. Her name is Martha and she is young and friendly.
Mary looks out of the window and asks, ‘What’s that?’
‘That’s the moor,’ says Martha. ‘Do you like it?’
‘No,’ says Mary. ‘I don’t like it because it’s ugly.’
‘The moor is beautiful in the spring and the summer when the

flowers and plants grow,’ says Martha. Mary likes Martha.
‘There are twelve children in my family,’ says Martha, ‘and

we’re poor. My brothers and sisters play on the moor. My brother
Dickon is always there. He loves animals, he talks to them.’

Mary likes animals too and she is interested in Dickon.
After breakfast Martha says, ‘Go outside and play in the

gardens. There are lots of gardens but one of them is closed –  it’s
poor Mrs Craven’s garden.’

‘Why is it closed?’ asks Mary.
‘Because Mr Craven is very sad about that garden,’ Martha

replies.

10



UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

COMPREHENSION CHECK
Are these sentences ‘ Right’  (A) or ‘ Wrong’  (B)? If there is not enough
information to answer ‘ Right’  (A) or ‘ Wrong’  (B), choose ‘ Doesn’ t say’
(C). There is an example at the beginning (0).

0 Mary Lennox is nine years old.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

1 Her father’s name is John Lennox.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

2 Her mother is often ill.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

3 Mary is not kind to her servants.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

4 A lot of people become ill in Mary’s house.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

5 She has to go to England and live with her aunt.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

6 Mrs Medlock is fifty-five years old.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

7 Archibald Craven is very sad because his wife is dead.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

8 Mary is going to live in a new house with gardens and trees.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

9 Martha has got eleven brothers and sisters.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

10 Mary’s brother is called Dickon.
A Right B Wrong  C Doesn’t say

VOCABUL ARY
Circle the word in each group which is different from the others.

1 thin    fat    tall    sad
2 trees    room    flowers    plants
3 train    boat    horse    car
4 month    summer    spring    winter
5 servant    doctor    teacher    uncle

2

1

11

KET



CHARACTERS
Look at the pictures and write the correct name under each one. Then
use the words in the box to describe each character. 

young      unkind      red face      friendly      happy      sad     
big      blonde hair      pretty      black eyes      white face

.................. .................. ..................
.............................. .............................. ..............................
.............................. .............................. ..............................
.............................. .............................. ..............................
.............................. .............................. ..............................

T: GRADE 1

SPEAKING: PERSONAL INFORMATION
Look at the descriptions of the characters in activity 3. Now talk about
yourself. Use these questions to help you.

1 What’s your name?
2 How old are you?
3 What colour is your hair?
4 What colour are your eyes?
5 Point to your face, ears, eyes and hair. Say This is… or These are… .

BEFORE YOU READ

READING PICTURES
Look at the picture on page 15 and talk about the following questions.

1 Where is Mary? 3 What is the man doing?
2 What is she wearing? 4 Who do you think he is?

1

4

3
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