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Charles Dickens (1812-70)

Al)out ’clle Au’cllor

F&S I'm Charles Dickens, the famous writer.

Do you know any of my books? Some popular ones are Oliver Twist,
David Copperfield, A Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations... and

more.

Britain, where I live, is a rich country. Other countries in Africa,
India and China are part of the British empire. Victoria is the queen,

and she is popular with the people.

But there are a lot of poor people in Britain. Most of the rich ladies
and gentlemen don’t worry about them, but I feel sorry for the poor
people. That’s why I write my stories. I want to show that money

isn’'t important, and that poor people can be better than rich people.

In my story, Pip is a good boy when he is poor, but then he changes.
At the end of the book, Pip learns that money isn’t everything. Read
my story — do you agree with me?




BEFORE YOU READ

VOCABULARY
A Match the following people (1-3) with the correct definition (A-C).

|:| prisoner
|:| soldier

[ ]enemy

A person who is not a friend.

A person who is not free because they did something wrong.
A person who is in the army.

Omw>» WN =

B Label the pictures (1-6) with the correct word from the box.

grave handcuffs scar churchyard chains marsh




I'm Pip. I'm an orphan
I haven't got a mother |

or father.

. I'm Estella. I'm very
beautiful. I haven't got a

I'm Biddy. I live in the
\_ same village as Pip. _ \\\ :

I'm Joe the blacksmith — I work
with metal. My wife is Pip’s

sister, so Pip lives with us.




I'm Bentley Drummle.

/ I’'m rich and handsome. !

I'm Mr Jaggers. I'm a lawyer
— I work for rich people.

I'm Wemmick.
I help Mr Jaggers.

I'm Abel Magwitch.

I'm a prisoner

I'm Herbert. I'm a student of
law. I'm Pip’s friend.

1. handsome : attractive, good-looking
(generally used for men).




CHAPTER ONE

The Prisoner on the Nlarshes

Pip was a young boy who didn’'t have a mother or father. He /@&
lived on the marshes, near the great River Thames. One day he was
sitting in the churchyard. He was looking at his parents’ graves.

Suddenly someone came close to him. It was a prisoner. He was

escaping from the prison ships on the river. Pip was very afraid.

Prisoner: I want food. Get me some.

Pip: Y-y-yes, sir. Are you very hungry, sir?

Prisoner: Yes, I am. And bring me a file. ! I want to cut these
chains. But don'’t tell anyone!

Pip: No, sir!

1. file : W



The Prisoner on the Marshes

Pip ran back to the house. He lived with his sister and her
husband, Joe. They were poor people. Joe was the village
blacksmith and he was very kind. He loved Pip. But Pip’s sister

was not kind, and she was often angry. She liked hitting her little
brother.

In the middle of the night, Pip stole ' some food from the
kitchen for the prisoner.

Get we
some food!

I'm afraid
of my sister. But
I'w very afraid of the
prisover. It's very bad
to steal food. But I
must do it. Where is
Joe's file? I must
take it Lo the

prisovier. ot

1. stole : past simple of to steal.



Great Expectations

Pip got up early and ran across the marshes. It was very cold
and grey but the sun was coming up. He saw another prisoner,
who ran away. Pip took the food and the file to the prisoner in the
churchyard.

Here's the food.
I hope you are not too

cold and hungry, sir. Thavnk you, boy.
This food 1s good.

Pip: There’s another prisoner on the marshes, sir. He’s got a scar

on his face.
Prisoner: What! He's my enemy! Give me the file. Quick! I must

find him.

10



The Prisoner on the Marshes

Pip went back to the house. When his sister couldn’t find the food
for dinner, she was very angry. But then some soldiers arrived. Joe
had to help them. He had to repair some handcuffs. The soldiers
were looking for the prisoners. Joe took Pip to the marshes to watch.

The soldiers found the prisoners. They were fighting because they
were enemies. The soldiers took the prisoners back to the prison ship.

I'w afraid. The prisover
S thinks that I'm helping
s the soldiers. It isn't true!

The soldiers are taking
the prisoners to the
prison ship. Poor men!
I feel sorry for them.

First Prisoner: You're my enemy. I want to kill you.

Second Prisoner: You're stupid. Now we're both going back to
prison.

11



UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

<eT

COMPREHENSION CHECK
Are these sentences ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B)? If there is not enough
information to answer ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B), choose ‘Doesn’t say’
(C). There is an example at the beginning (0).

0 Pip didn’t have any parents.

(A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say
1 Pip lived on the marshes, near the castle.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say
2 The prisoner wasn’t hungry.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say
3 Joe was married to Pip’s sister.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say
4 In the morning, Pip stole some food.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say
5 Pip helped the prisoner.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say
6 The second prisoner was old with grey hair.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say
7 The soldiers wanted to kill the prisoners.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say
8 Joe felt sorry for the soldiers.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

H COMPREHENSION CHECK
Complete this summary of Chapter One. Write ONE word for each
space. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Pip was (0) ....... < young boy. He lived on the marshes
() T his sister and (2) ................ husband, Joe. One day, he
met (3) coooveveieenens prisoner (4) ................ the churchyard. Pip
[(5) I very afraid. He went home and took some food
[(5) I a file for (7) ..c.cvvnenenen.. prisoner. Pip saw a second
prisoner. This man had a scar on (8) ................ face. The two prisoners
() I enemies. They wanted (10) ................ fight.

12



El VOCABULARY - JOBS
Look at the jobs in the box. They are all from Great Expectations.
Label the pictures with the correct job.

teacher Dblacksmith lawyer doctor

T: GRADE 3

1 SPEAKING: JOBS
Joe is a blacksmith. Soon you will meet Mr Jaggers, who is a lawyer.
Talk about jobs. Use these questions to help you.

What type of job do you want to do in the future?
What do your parents do?

What jobs do other people in your family do?

Are there any jobs that you don’t want to do? Why?

A ON =

H E-MAIL
Read this e-mail. Then fill in the information about the film.

o6 L DON

Tuesday, 15th August

Sue,

There is a film of Great Expectations at the ABC Cinema in Oxford. It is on
today. We can see it at 6.15 or 9.15. Bring £5.00 with you. Then you can buy a
ticket and also some popcorn for 50 pence. Meet me at the front door of the
ABC. See you there, fifteen minutes before the first film starts,

Don

Gty e
Cost of ticket: ..o,
Meeting time: ...l

Date: oo
Times of film: ..ooceviiiiiinas

W N = O
N o a b

Name of cinema: .................. Meeting place: ......cccoevviiiiiinins
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BEFORE YOU READ

<eT

LISTENING
J&Z Listen to the first part of Chapter Two. For questions 1-5, tick (v) A, B
or C. There is an example at the beginning (0).

>

|:| Miss Havisham.

|:| Joe.
his uncle.

|:| Statis House.
|:| Satis House.
|:| Cat’s House.

|:| mad.
|:| proud.

|:| loud.

[ ] hands.

|:| face.
|:| boots.

|:| old and yellow.

|:| white.

[ ] old and black.

0 Pip went with

1 Pip went to

2 The girl was

3 Estella didn’t like Pip’s dirty

4 Miss Havisham’s dress was

|:| a gentleman.
|:| a blacksmith’s boy.
|:| beautiful.

5 Estella said that Pip was

OwW>» OW>» OWW>» OW>» OW>» OW

H READING PICTURES
A ‘gentleman’ is a man who comes from a rich and important family.
The women from these families are called ‘ladies’.
Look at the pictures on pages 15-18 and answer these questions.

1 Can you find any ladies in the pictures?
2 How do you know?
3 Look at the two boys on page 18. How are their clothes different?
4 Which boy is more like a gentleman?
14





