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Nobody can remember why the Capulet family and the Montague

family hate each other. So, when Juliet Capulet and Romeo Montague

meet and fall in love the result is tragic, and peace between the two

families is possible only after the death of many people.

This adaptation of Shakespeare’s famous love story, in beautifully

illustrated cartoon format, is designed to help teachers and students

put on a performance of the play.

•   Performing activities to enable students to perform the play

•   Wide range of activities practising the four skills

•   Dossiers: The Renaissance Man, Romeo and Juliet on film, Saint
Francis and the Franciscan Friars and Shakespeare’s Theatre

•   Internet project

•   Glossary of dramatic terms

•   Full dramatic recording of the text 

•   Playscript
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Romeo 
and Juliet

In Verona there are two families who hate each other: the Capulet family and the

Montague family. Their fathers hated each other and their grandfathers hated

each other. Nobody can remember why. When Juliet Capulet and Romeo

Montague meet and fall in love the result is violence and death.

Shakespeare 
1564-1616

Shakespeare was born and died on 23rd

April in Stratford-upon-Avon. He got

married when he was eighteen and had

three children. When he was twenty-two

he went to London to work as an actor.

He published his first play when he was

thirty and became England’s most

famous writer. He wrote and acted for

Queen Elizabeth I and King James I.

Shakespeare wrote Romeo and Juliet

around 1595. He didn’t invent the story

but he wrote the most popular version.

Many stories from Shakespeare

originally come from Italy.

Now, after four hundred years, people

still love to go to the theatre to see his

plays.
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Introduction 
to Drama

In this book you will read the story of Romeo and Juliet, two of Shakespeare’s

most famous lovers. Romeo and Juliet is not only a story, but a play to be acted in

the theatre. When you read the script try to imagine real people speaking and

moving. Think of their voices, their movements and their feelings.

There are lots of actors, some of them are very important and they must say a lot,

but there are also parts for people who don’t have a lot to say, like the servants. 

Cast List
Here is the cast:

Lord Capulet

Juliet Capulet

Lord Montague

Lady Capulet

Tybalt, 

a Capulet

Lady Montague

track
03
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Romeo Montague

Prince Escalus,

Prince of Verona

Paris, a young

nobleman of Verona

Friar Laurence

Sampson, 

Capulet’s servant

Balthasar, 

Romeo’s servant

Paris’s servant

Benvolio, 

a Montague

Nurse, Juliet’s nurse

Mercutio, 

Romeo’s friend

Friar John

Gregory, 

Capulet’s servant

2 Servants 

of the

Montague

family

Musicians



The Company

In the theatre there are a lot of different jobs to do.

P E R F O R M I N G  A C T I V I T I E S
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COSTUME
DESIGNER

SOUND
TECHNICIAN

DIRECTOR

MAKE-UP
ARTIST
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PROMPT

LIGHTING
TECHNICIAN

STAGE
HANDS

ACTRESS

There are a lot of special theatrical words used in this book. 
When you see a word in bold go to the Glossary of Dramatic Terms 
on page 127 to find the meaning.

P E R F O R M I N G  A C T I V I T I E S
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Acting

In this book there are a lot of ideas to help you become a great actor.

Here are some simple activities to help you start.

The first two involve only miming. The third involves miming and speaking.

Remember to try your best, forget about being shy and… HAVE FUN!

Miming an individual
In groups of three or four take turns miming these situations.

1 Think of an old lady or old man walking. Try to walk in the same way.

2 Now think of a child of five or six years old. Try to walk in the same way.

3 Now imagine an astronaut walking on the moon. Try to walk in the same way.

Watch the other groups in the class. Who was the most realistic? Why?

Miming a group
In groups of three or four try miming these ‘walking’ situations.

1 A VIP or film star is followed by journalists, cameras and fans.

2 Some teenage boys/girls are in the town centre looking at the shop windows and
the teenage boys/girls!

3 A person has a broken leg and tries to walk. His/her friends help.

4 Some criminals are trying to move quietly around an old building. Some special
agents are trying to follow them.

Watch the other groups in the class. Who was the most realistic? Why?

What happens next?
1 In your group choose one of the situations above and continue the story. Decide

what happens next. This time you can mime and speak in English, but don’t
forget your movements, your face and your gestures. 

2 Practise for 5 minutes together and then show the other people in your class. 

Which story did you like best? Why?

3

2

1
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Act I
Scene i –  In a square in Verona

The Capulet family and the Montague family are 

great enemies. Two servants of the Capulet family are

working when two servants of the Montague family 

arrive. They start fighting. More people from the 

two families arrive and the fighting is stopped 

by the Prince of Verona who is very 

angry.

Now, Gregory, 
clean everything well. 

You know Lord Capulet will be 
very angry if everything 

is not clean.

Oh look, Sampson. 
Look who’s 

coming.

What do Montague’s servants
want here? Are you looking 

for a fight?

track
04



Stop it! 
Stop fighting, 

all of you!

[ Benvolio separates them. Tybalt arrives. He is one of the Capulet family.]

[ They start to fight. Benvolio 

arrives. He is one of the

Montague family.]

12



[ Lord and Lady Montague arrive.]

What’s happening? 
Are you fighting the poor 

servants, Benvolio? Now fight me 
and prepare to die! I hate you 

and all Montagues.

13
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What’s happening?
What’s all this noise?

Give me my sword. You’re too old 
to fight, dear.

Look, dear. 
Old Montague wants 

to fight. Well, now 
he can fight me!

[ Lord and Lady Capulet arrive.]



[ Escalus, the Prince of Verona, arrives.]
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Everybody stop! 
Put down your swords and 

listen to me. I am very angry. This 
fighting must stop. If the Capulet family 

or the Montague family disturb the 
peace again, you will pay with your 

lives. Do you understand?

Stop it. 
Stop this fighting 

now! 
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Yes, noble
Prince.

Capulet, come with me.
I want to talk to you. Montague, 

come to my palace this afternoon. 
Remember, I want no more fighting 

between your two families.

Yes, noble
Prince.

Yes, noble
Prince.



17

What happened,
Benvolio?

Well, Uncle, the 
servants and Tybalt

started fighting. I tried
to stop them.

And where is 
my son, Romeo?

Romeo is always very 
sad. What’s the problem? 

Do you know?
No, I don’t know. 

But look, here he comes. 
I’ll ask him.



Good morning,
cousin. Why are

you so sad?

I’m in love, Benvolio, 
but she doesn’t

love me.

She, who? 
Who do you love?

The beautiful 
Rosaline, cousin.  I will 
always love her. I will 

never forget her.

18



Putting on the Show

Act I Scene i

1 Costumes
At the beginning it is difficult to remember the two different families. To help
you, and to help the audience, choose two different colours and dress everyone
from the same family in the same colour. Remember that the Prince is neutral
and must have a different colour.

2 Backstage
This is the space behind the stage which the audience never sees.

The actors who are waiting to go on stage must stay very quiet behind the wings.
This is important for two reasons. Firstly, they must listen to the other actors to
know when it’s the right moment to enter. Secondly, they must stay silent so the
audience can hear all the words the actors are saying.

P E R F O R M I N G  A C T I V I T I E S
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3 Use all the stage
At the end of this scene there are a lot of people on the stage. It is important that
the actors don’t stand in front of other actors.

4 The auditorium
This is the place where the audience sits. It’s important that everybody can see
everything on the stage.  
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5 Scenery
This scene is a square in Verona, but Scene iii is in Juliet’s bedroom. Here is an
idea to change the piazza into a bedroom.

On one side of some cardboard paint a window with a balcony. 

On the other side paint a bed. Fix the window with small pieces of velcro® and
change it when the scene changes.




